My presentation focuses on expressions of social identities during the Late Helladic period in the Mycenaean core area, Argolis, in Greece. The Mycenaean culture was widely distributed on the Peloponnese during this time. Since written evidence is scarce in the Argolid we need to rely on the archaeological evidence as our main source for a further understanding of the Argive regional social structure and this evidence reflects the local identity, the inhabitants´ status and various social roles.
In this paper the evidence of the so-called prestige finds from the citadel site of Midea serves as a basis for analysis. It has been argued that the Mycenaean elite was responsible for the production of precious finds, especially the ones made of glass and it seems that the glass beads and other precious goods at Midea were used as prestige items and were displayed at social gatherings, such as feasts and funerals; they were subsequently deposited in tombs. The presence of these finds at Midea tells us that the inhabitants conformed to the common standards of Mycenaean elite behaviour and that they were competing in prestige with the same sort of commodities as their powerful neighbours in Mycenae and Tiryns. I now pursue this argument further and investigate if this observed phenomenon was as evident before as after the catastrophic years of 1200 B.C. Moreover, I add the evidence of Mycenaean figures and figurines to continue the work of defining a local Midean identity.
RI32 THE WALRUS IN THE WALLS: HOUSE DEPOSITS AT AÐALSTRAETI.

Timothy Carlisle
UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN
The Viking-age house at Aðalstraeti, Iceland is an exceptionally interesting site, not because of size or artefact assemblage, but because of anomalous deposits of walrus bones which were buried under the structure. Although structured deposits are a relatively well-documented phenomenon in northern European cultural contexts, frameworks for defining and discussing these deposits in historical periods, the Viking age especially, are disparate in their terminologies and interpretations. This is partially due to the variability in the materials and locations of such deposits, but there is also an apparent reluctance to engage with contentious theories surrounding interpretation of ritual activity. This presentation will propose an interpretation of the walrus bone deposits at Aðalstraeti within a revised interpretive framework informed by an interrogation of ritual theory.
Extracting the cognitive approaches to the interpretation of ritualized activity indicates that the operative elements of ritual purpose are the performance of the behaviour and the context, both spatial and socio-cultural, of that performance. This suggests that ritualised performances served as discursive mechanisms through which knowledge of the world was constructed.
Rethinking the role of house deposits within this theoretical framework allows for a reconstruction of interpretive paradigms in order to focus on practical elements of deposition as a means of constructing and negotiating world-views. Placing this within
INTERPRETING THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD
Another one is the closely related Mid-Byzantine square floor mosaic found close to Saint John Prodromos' Early Byzantine church in Hebdomon.
The premises at Hebdomon consisted of the prodromos octagon and its forum, a monumental column dedicated to Theodosius II, and the imperial palace Ioukoundianai. A great number of emperors were also crowned in the octagon. The quadrate at the octagon resembles in important respects the quadrate in Saint Sophia. The analogies appear at the level of metrology and mathematics. The flat squares and the huge columns are not at all visually similar.
One interesting conclusion would be that Omphalos as circle-in-square, represents a two-dimensional "drawing" of the ideal column.
AR3 FIELD SYSTEMS IN ITALY, 3RD-1ST MILLENNIUM BCE Alessandro Vanzetti
UNIVERSITY OF ROME LA SAPIENZA
The perception of the ancient landscape has changed in Italy, in the last years, thanks to research perspectives ultimately rooted in the New Archaeology tradition and to the recent improvement of rescue activities in wide development projects.
The paper will present the state of present knowledge, as here sketched in the following text.
Diffuse evidence of agrarian field systems has started to emerge, albeit still with a patchy chronological and geographical distribution, as due to different local preservation and intensity of excavations. In general, during the late Neolithic and the Bronze Age (ca. 2.800-950 BCE), two main patterns can be identified: extensive linear fields and enclosed, structured systems, with relevant infrastructures.
A simple view could be proposed, suggesting a sequence from the first to the second system, around the end of the Early Bronze Age (1.700-1.600 BCE) but indeed detailed data still need to be more widely acquired, as major functional overlap of the systems could indeed occur.
The transformations in field patterning could be coupled with main transformations in the society, implying socio-economic differences in the access, attribution and control of primary resources.
During the Iron Age (after 950 BCE), new, and different, extensive field systems appear, connected with major infrastructures, as a correlate of state-directed societies.
AR3 CEREAL CULTIVATION IN THE DUTCH NEOLITHIC WETLANDS (C. 4300-4000 CAL. BC). RESEARCH HISTORY, EXTEND AND SOCIETAL RELEVANCE Daan Raemaekers
UNIVERSITY OF GRONINGEN -GRONINGEN INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY
In 2007 a cultivated plot of c. 5x5 m was excavated at Swifterbant (the Netherlands). Thanks to excellent preservation the tilled surface was preserved and documented in great detail. Interestingly, this site had been partly excavated in the 1970's when the field surface was documented but not recognised. Field documentation of neighbouring sites makes clear that already from the early 1960's similar surfaces were documented, but left without interpretation. This research history is a typical example of the need of a 'template' to interpret archaeological phenomena. Now that three sites with ard marks have been documented it is time to discuss the extend of the fields and the importance of the produce in the economic strategies of the communities involved. How important was wetland farming?
AR17 BRIQUETAGES AND SALT CAKES: INTERPRETING SOME CERAMIC ASSEMBLAGES FROM THE ROMANIAN CHALCOLITHIC BY EXPERIMENT AND ETHNOGRAPHIC ANALOGY Marius Tiberiu Alexianu, Felix Adrian Tencariu, Vasile Cotiuga
ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA UNIVERSITY OF IASI
The paper describes the background, objectives, progress and results of a series of field experiments concerning the production of salt cakes using the ceramic vessels known as briquetages. The experiments were conducted within the framework of a larger research project concerning the ethnoarchaeology of the salt springs and salt mountains from the extraCarpathian areas of Romania. The approach was based on the existing archaeological data -description of briquetages shards, their discovery contexts and the presumed ways to use them, as well as on ethnographic and ethnoarchaeological accounts and previous experimentations. The experiments allowed some valuable observations on the distinct aspects of this chaîne opératoire: modelling and firing the briquetage vessels; exposure to fire of the briquetages filled with brine or a salt paste of varied concentrations; the amount of time needed for crystallization and hardening of the salt, dependent on the fuels used and temperatures reached; ways of extracting the salt cakes from the ceramic coat; assessment of the effort (i.e. labour and raw materials) involved in the whole process. All the failures, challenges and eventual successes encountered during the experiments granted an insight into an ancient technique, described mainly a priori in the archaeological literature. Also, it
